
Front Wheel/Caliper Removal by BassCliff

Greetings and salutations!  This little guide will familiarize you with removing your front 
wheel from your Suzuki GS series motorcycle.  It is necessary to remove the wheel if 
you are changing tires or performing maintenance on your forks or steering head 
bearings, etc.  My GS850G has dual disc brakes. Your model may have only a single disc 
in front.  Always refer to the maintenance manual specific to your motorcycle for torque 
specs, part numbers, etc.  This 
procedure is for reference only.

First, let's secure the bike on its 
center stand.  I used my sissors-
style tire jack to stablize the bike. 
Any floor jack or jack stand can be 
used under the motor to keep the 
motorcycle from tipping forward. If 
your center stand has a lock hole, 
stick a phillip's screwdriver in it to 
keep the center stand from falling.

Next, on the right fork, we will remove the cotter pin from the axle bolt and remove the 
axle bolt.

 



If your axle starts to spin, you may 
wish to put a phillip's head 
screwdriver through the axle cap on 
the other side to hold the axle while 
you turn your wrench. 

Loosen the pinch bolts at the bottom 
of the axle.  You can leave the bolts 
and the spacers in place.

Between the right fork and the 
wheel is a mushroom-shaped spacer 
(the mushroom “head” goes next to 
the wheel).  

Between the left fork and the wheel 
is the speedometer send unit.  Use a 
pair of pliers to loosen  and 
disconnect the cable.  Route the 
cable out of the way.



Now with the axle nut removed, the 
pinch bolts loosened (leave the lower 
fork journals and spacers in place), 
and the speeedometer cable 
disconnected, you can pull out the 
axle. 

Support the wheel (I use my feet) while the axle 
is removed, then roll the wheel out from under 
the fender.  You should have plenty of room.

Remove the two caliper bolts.  Do not let the 
calipers dangle by the brake lines.  I use 
bunjee cords to support the calipers after they 
have been removed from the forks. 

Note that you may not necessarily have to 
remove the calipers for a simple tire change. But 
it's usually easier to reinstall the calipers rather 
than try to slip the rotors between the brake 
pads while reinstalling the wheel.



After you have had your new tire installed, done your fork work, or serviced the steering 
head bearings, you are ready to reinstall the front whee.  Just reverse the order.

Put the wheel in place, 
position the 
“mushroom” spacer 
next to the wheel on the 
inside of the right fork, 
position the 
speedometer send unit 
next to the wheel inside 
the left fork.  I usually 
have the wheel on my 
feet to hold the 
assembly level with the 
axle and slide the axle 
into place. 

Snug up the axle bolt, 
but don't tighten it all 
the way. Position the 
speedometer send unit 
before you tighten 
everything down. Then 
tighten the pinch bolts 
on the bottom of the 
axle.  



Reattach the calipers.

Reattach the speedometer cable. Tighten everything to torque spec.  Check your tire 
pressure.  And ride!

For lots of classic Suzuki GS information, please visit The GS Resources webpage and 
Forum.  Also vist my little BikeCliff Website where I collect information to help 
maintian these vintage motorcycles.  

Thank you for your indulgence,  BassCliff (a.k.a. BikeCliff).

http://www.thegsresources.com/
http://members.dslextreme.com/users/bikecliff/
http://www.thegsresources.com/_forum/

